August 2022

The Zions NewZflash
Friends!
Do you sense a call from God to be baptized by immersion—being lowered into the water the way Jesus was
in the Jordan River? Peter said to the people on the day of Pentecost these words: “Each of you must repent of
your sins and turn to God, and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. Then you
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). I talked about baptism on June 12 which you can listen to on our
website if you wish (www.zionschurch.org). To those of you sensing a tug on your heart, I invite you to be
baptized.
We’re going to have two opportunities, both on Sunday, September 11. We’re going to set up a pool right
outside the church as we have in the past for anyone who wants to be baptized. We’ll do it after each service for
any people interested in the experience. I’ve also had an offer of a nearby in-ground swimming pool that we will
use later after church, which will happen after the 3rd service for those individuals who don’t want the
awkwardness of climbing up and down a ladder, which is the nature of the pool at the church.
To prepare for that experience, I’d love to meet with you and talk about the meaning of what is called
"believer’s baptism.” We will be meeting either on Monday, August 8 at 6:30 or Thursday, August 25 at 6:30, in the
church library. If neither of those dates work for you, and you want to be baptized, either call me at 610-301-2606
or the church 610-562-2300 and I’ll work out another time.
There also may be someone who wants to be baptized in a river or stream. Just come to the meeting, and
we’ll talk about that too, and coordinate it together.
As you think about coming to that baptism meeting, maybe you could think about your reasons for wanting to
be baptized and a little bit of your faith journey. I would find it fascinating to hear your story, if you’d be willing to
share it with me.
Finally, if you are hoping to come to the meeting and/or be baptized, it would be great if you left a message
with the secretary as to which date you are coming so I can be prepared with any materials I might distribute that
night. Call her at the church number above and leave a message with Becky please.
Thanks for praying and considering pursuing the experience of baptism!
God bless,
Randy

BELL CHOIR

SPECIAL MUSIC

I want to say thanks to all the people
that appreciate the hand bell choir,
but we are done for the season and
we plan to start again in the Fall. At
this time, there will only be 6 ringers.
If you want to see the bell choir
continue, this can only happen if we
have enough ringers. Please consider
joining the bell choir, no experience
needed, we will teach you. PLEASE
contact Michael Adams @ 610-5625933 with any questions that you may
have.

Anyone interested in providing
special music at the 8:15 AM
service during the months of
August, September, or October
should contact Sharon Stump @
610-756-3476.

FRIENDSHIP
CIRCLE BREAKFAST
The Friendship Circle Breakfast is on
August 6 at the 3rd St. Cafe.
Sign up on the Prime Timers' bulletin
board or outside the sanctuary.

STARTUP DATES
AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAM
Sept. 6
6th grade
Sept. 12
MS & HS
CONFIRMATION
Sept. 12
PLANET SHAKERS
Sept. 14
ACTS 2 COMMUNITY
Sept. 14
ROCK-US
Sept. 14
FORGE
Sept. 27

SAFETY TIP
OF THE MONTH
In an Active Shooter incident,
time is key. Planning ahead
and mental preparation will
likely lead to fewer victims.
Knowing where you are going
to go, what you are going to
do, how you are going to do it,
will lead to a more organized
response and will save lives.
The Emergency Security Team
has prepared a flyer “HOW TO
RESPOND” to educate you with
information and facts along
with preventative actions and
suggestive planning tools in
case of an emergency. These
flyers are located at the
entrance to the church for you
to take home. They contain
information on Active Shooter,
Robbery, Disruptive Behavior,
Bomb
Threat
Tips,
Fire
Emergency,
and
Tornado
Warning Procedures.

SAVE THE DATE

THE WALK

Annual Women's Retreat

Young Adult Ministry

What goes on at this women's retreat,
and why should you consider
attending? Because you will laugh, cry,
praise, get to know each other, spend
time in the Word and discuss how it
applies to our lives and circumstances,
get outside and enjoy God’s creation,
share meals together, pray, relax,
worship, recharge, and renew! Find
someone who has been there before
and ask them how they liked it! Most
who attend the Retreat are return
guests - they enjoy all that you will find
from a weekend with sisters-in-Christ
at a comfortable lodge with a relaxing
atmosphere during a time of year
when the beauty of creation is
colorfully everywhere. And our lovely
hostesses want to do all they can to
make it a weekend that will take your
faith and sisterships to a new level.
The weekend begins on Friday,
November 4th at 6:00pm at the North
Lodge in Camp Swatara in Bethel and
continues
through
to
Sunday
afternoon, November 6th. Prices are
subject to change at: $155 (2 nights, 5
meals), $105 (1 night, 3 meals), $55
(day visit, 2 meals). Visit our website,
inspiredsisters.org
for
online
registration or to download a
registration form. The retreat center
comfortably hosts 25-30 people, so be
sure
to
register
early.
Email
mperry@kassay.com with questions or
for more information.

As August begins, a lot of young people
are starting college for the first time or
heading back to college, and it can
sometimes seem difficult to find a new
support system. Please feel free to
contact any of us and keep those
bonds strong. Many of us are available
whenever you need us. We have plenty
of fun planned for the rest of this year
and next and we would love to see you
there! Change can be scary but we
have your back! God Bless as you begin
your new adventures!

♥

CONNECTIONZ
September - October
Are you looking to connect with some
Zion’s peeps, and enjoy an activity at
the same time? We are in the planning
stages for our next set of Connectionz
Groups that will run from midSeptember through October. Watch for
a Realm blast in August, and listen for
church announcements to learn the
details to sign-up. Some of our
potential Connectionz Groups:
Creating/Crafting
our
church’s
Christmas Decorations.
Fall Hiking – Enjoy nature while
getting some exercise.
Hoe-Down 101 – Learn how to hoedown! How fun is that????
Stay tuned for more group listings…

LEARN HOW TO SHARE YOUR FAITH
Franklin Graham, the son of Billy Graham and the founder of Samaritan’s Purse, is coming to the Allentown
Fairgrounds on Saturday evening, September 24 at 7 pm. There’s going to be a powerful message and some
great music. The opportunity for people to come to trust in Jesus will be presented. I wish you would begin to
think about some people you might invite to join you in attending the event.
But there’s more than just the event itself. They are also going to have a Night of Worship and Prayer at Life
Church at 38 S. 8th Street in Allentown. Worship will be led by Freddy Washington who is worship director at
Times Square Church in New York City. This worship night will be held on Monday August 15 at 6:30 pm. We will
be coming together to pray for the upcoming event and people to come to Christ.
Even more exciting is the opportunity to learn how to share your faith and lead someone into a relationship
with Jesus. The teaching will be done by someone from the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association! This is an
outstanding opportunity for you to grow in Christ. This is a three hour training event to help “equip you to
confidently share God’s love with others—and deepen your own faith in Christ."
If you want to be on the Prayer Team and perhaps lead people to Christ at the event, you must be equipped
at one of these classes, but the information itself is well worth it...even if you don't want to join the Prayer Team.
Our church will go as a group to the August 11th class. Please call or text Janine Bashore at 610-334-6910 if
you're interested in going and to make arrangements for carpooling. Feel free to attend one of the other classes
listed below if you can't make it on the 11th.
The teaching will be from 6 to 9 pm at
Central Assembly Church
1300 Eaton Avenue
Bethlehem, Pa

on

Thursday August 11

on

Thursday August 4
or
Saturday August 20

OR
Rivers of Life Seibert Church
617 North 10th Street
Allentown, PA

